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Demonstrators protest against religious objections to offering contraception coverage under the
Affordable Care Act.

By Kevin Lewis

J UNE 3 0, 201 7

Tweet
Share values
0
Romneycare
family
https://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2017/06/30/what-happens-birth-control-affordable-care-act-repealed/8oQTF2dyuak2FzbW9VYkDP/story.html

1/3

7/3/2017

What happens to birth control if the Affordable Care Act is repealed? - The Boston Globe

One free article
left.
Subscribe
→
If Republicans
“repeal
and
replace”now
Obamacare
with something less generous, there may be
Comments

unintended consequences. A study found that Massachusetts health reform (which was a
model for Obamacare) increased the birth rate among married women ages 20 to 34 in
Massachusetts by around 1 percent, as births became more affordable. Meanwhile, the birth
rate among unmarried women of the same age group decreased by around 8 percent, as
contraception became more affordable. In other words, relatively more babies were born in
wedlock than out of it.
Apostolova-Mihaylova, M. & Yelowitz, A., “Health Insurance, Fertility, and the Wantedness
of Pregnancies: Evidence from Massachusetts,” Contemporary Economic Policy
(forthcoming).
Tough with diversity
In all-white counties, an analysis of nationwide
survey data found, people with an authoritarian
mindset — as measured by strict parenting beliefs
— were no more intolerant (on political, racial, or
immigration matters) than non-authoritarians,
after controlling for other factors. However, in
more diverse counties, authoritarians became
more intolerant, while non-authoritarians became
less intolerant. This pattern was confirmed in a
survey of students at a Midwestern public university who were randomly assigned to dorms
with different levels of racial diversity: When a dorm had some minority students,
authoritarians and non-authoritarians became polarized on attitudes towards nationalism,
military intervention, and refugees. Continue Reading
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